
Family Faith Experience for Sunday, March 15th 
Today’s Lesson For 2 Year Olds

BIBLE WORDS: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV  

BOTTOM LINE: Everyone can follow Jesus. 

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY: Matthew The Tax Collector (Matthew 9:9-12) 

FAMILY ACTIVITY #1: COIN COLLECTORS 

Spread 10 objects around your living room. These will be ‘coins.’ Encourage your child(ren) to collect 
the ‘coins’ from the area. (Repeat as desired.) 

WHAT YOU SAY: There are coins all around our living room! Let’s work together to collect all of the 
coins! (Do activity.) Great job! You are great coin collectors. Today in our Bible story, we’re going to hear 
about a coin collector. (Transition to reading the Bible story aloud or playing the video provided for 
today’s Bible story.) 

FAMILY ACTIVITY #2: FOLLOW THE LEADER 

Ask child(ren) to follow you around the house. Feel free to make funny movements as you walk around. 

WHAT YOU SAY: Everyone can follow Jesus! Follow me! (Lead child around the house.) The people 
did not like Matthew because he made bad choices. Then Jesus came and Matthew followed Jesus. 
Then all of the people followed Jesus, too! Everyone can follow Jesus!”

Activity: Reflect & Discussion Questions   
What you’ll need: Bible 
Read the scripture passages and talk through these 
• In your own words, how would you define gossip?  
• On a scale of 1 to 10, how often do you hear gossip?  

(1 being never and 10 being all the time) 
• What’s one example of something a middle schooler 

might gossip about?  
• Why do you think people gossip or talk bad about people 

behind their backs?  
• When someone gossips about me, I feel ___________. 
• When it comes to gossip, do you think most middle 

schoolers believe they have a choir to participate or not? 
Why?  

• If you’ve said hurtful things in the past, what’s one step 
you can take to make it right going forward?  

• How do you think your school might be different if 
people only spoke helpful words rather than hurtful 
words?  

Family Game:    
(Play this before you watch the video!) 
Don’t make me laugh!  
Gather together and have one person move to the 
front of the group. Have the person pick one silly 
phrase and then using only that phrase, their voice, 
and a silly face (or two) try to make the others laugh.  
This game is all about self-control so the player who 
stays straight-faced longest wins! (This is a great game 
to play over zoom or FaceTime with friends & family!) 

Ice Breaker: 
(Ask this before the discussion questions.) 
What is an example of something a middle 
schooler might have a really strong opinion 
about?  

“Do not use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say 
be good and helpful, so that your words will be an 
encouragement to those who hear them”  

Ephesians 4:29 

April 19th 

Xp3   
Middle School  

Week One: Bottom Line 
Choose words that help others,  

not words that hurt others.  
Scripture  

Ephesians 2:29 and Mark 7:15 

JOIN US FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL GROUP ON ZOOM:  
WEDNESDAYS AT 6:00PM - Email MSG@parkchurchnj.com for more!  

It’s not what goes into your body that defiles you; you are 
defiled by what comes from your heart”  

Mark 7:15 
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