
Community Group Leader Guide Week 5 
 

This week’s topic is prayer.  Prayer aligns our hearts with God’s heart, and as we’ve 
heard throughout Love Where You Live: God’s heart is for the world. So this week, we’ll talk 
about prayer and most importantly, spend some time praying together for the world around us 
and for our mission towards them.  
 
Schedule (if your Prayer Experience will be in your Group time) 

1. Gather & Eat (20 mins) 
2. Welcome (5 mins) 

3. Discussion (15 mins) 
4. Prayer Experience & Closing (50 mins) 

  
Discussion Questions 

1. What are your obstacles to prayer? What has helped you develop a rhythm for your 
prayer life (if you have one)? 

2. In times where you have prayed regularly, what changes have you noticed? 
3. Where have you seen prayer truly make an impact? 
4. Do you pray boldly, or is it more restrained? 
5. What is your “paradigm” for prayer (vending machine, magic genie, ‘say-the-line’, 

self-centered, other-centered, etc.)? 
 
Notes 

● Use this guide for the night as just that: a guide.  Please feel free to alter times, have no 
discussion at all (and just get right to prayer), or whatever you feel best for your Group’s 
experience. 

● For the Prayer Experience guide, see page 2 of this document. 
● If your Prayer Experience is at a different time, extend your gathering/discussion times 

and reduce the prayer/closing time above.  
● Review this guide and the Facilitator Guide/Questions (pg. 96-99) before your night. 
● Review the Prayer Experience Guide (pgs. 100-103).  Use it as a guideline/inspiration for 

ideas, more than something to follow. 
 
Announcements 

● Remind your Group to save Saturday March 16 as the “Serve Saturday” day.  
 
  



Community Group Prayer Experience Guide 
 
As the amazing Group leader you are, we want to give you freedom to design/run your 

Prayer Experience however you see fit for your Group. So use this guide as a guideline, but feel 
free to lead as you feel led.  The point of the Prayer Experience is three-fold: 1) to simply devote 
intentional time to prayer together (which is never a bad thing!); 2) to equip/teach your Group 
how to pray for others as part of our mission; and 3) to actually pray for others for our mission. 

There’s 50 minutes designated for your Prayer Experience (more if you do it on a 
separate time). Use this as a guide, not as strict rules. Spend about 5-7 minutes 
discussing/introducing it, 25 minutes praying together, and then 20 minutes praying in smaller 
groups (of ~3 people, broken up m/f) or as individuals (it’s up to you which way your Group 
goes).  Below is a suggested rundown: 
 

1. Introduction (5-7 minutes): 
a. Read page 100 out-loud to your Group. 
b. Distribute the prayer diagram page. 
c. Give 2-3 minutes for people to fill in some/all of the diagram (follow instructions 

on the prayer diagram). 
2. Big Group Prayer (25 minutes): 

a. Instruct them you’ll spend ~25 minutes praying as the big Group, so to be 
sensitive with how lengthy your prayer is depending on your Group size. 

b. Instruct them to lift up in prayer 1-2 of the people, issues, causes, etc. on their 
prayer diagram - and to be specific and bold about it.  

c. Open the prayer time with a word from Scripture (Ps. 33:8 for example), and then 
you set the example for your prayer time.  Be disciplined about it!  

d. Choose someone to close the prayer at the right time. 
3. Smaller Group/Individual Prayer (20 minutes): 

a. Instruct them to spend the rest of the time remaining as a smaller group or as 
individuals, praying for more of what’s on their prayer diagram. 

4. Close the Evening (2 minutes): 
a. Share any reflections and close the evening. 

 
 
Note: there may be people in your Group who are uncomfortable praying out-loud.  While we’d 
love you to be encouraging towards people praying out-loud, please make sure people know it 
is ok not to.  Not everyone is “there” yet, but it is our ‘job’ to encourage, walk-with, and equip 
them towards that end.  This could be a life-changing learning experience for them! 


